
Dear Search Committee: 

I write to apply for the position of Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Dakota.  

Attached you will find my credentials, experiences and accomplishments which I believe align with 
what you are looking for in your next Bishop. But the main reason I feel called to apply to this 
ministry is that reading your profile filled me with joy, with hope, with the desire to see your hopes 
realized. It made me cry. 

I have certain qualifications and experiences that I think would make me a great Bishop for North 
Dakota. Over the course of my life in ministry, I have served in big, endowed parishes, revitalized a 
small town church, and served a country church with no running water. I have lived and loved the 
ministries that you describe with such authenticity and hope. 

I also have insight into the nature and importance of the context. For the last four years I have 
served in a diocese that has a great deal in common with North Dakota.  The economic drivers are 
similar, the political and societal influences are comparable, as is the rural/urban mix.  I respect and 
admire the western and rural culture that pervades both of our dioceses and I know how important 
it is to offer a progressive theology in that traditionally conservative context. I feel uniquely called to 
work in dioceses like Western Kansas and North Dakota, because I am able to create and hold those 
spaces, to straddle seeming polarities, to live into the commonalities and to respect and hold the 
differences.  

I have seen in my congregations and region how the Episcopal church in particular is an oasis of 
welcome and compassion for a diverse population seeking a different expression of their faith.  But I 
am a systems thinker, and I desire to be part of that kind of change and growth on the diocesan 
level. By training, experience and inclination, I feel called to serve that wider frame and to see the 
Episcopal Church work its special magic across an entire diocese.  

All of the above are reasons that my brain tells me to discern a call to be your Bishop. My heart, 
however, reasons in a completely different way. Your profile describes a diocese that is honest about 
itself, its history, its hard work and its prospects. And your response to that is joy!  Your profile 
describes worshiping communities that embrace both their unique gifts and their challenges and 
have responded with creativity, tenacity and boldness. Speaking as a person who has dedicated her 
life to rural ministry, I felt hopeful. I really want to walk with you on that journey, in North Dakota. 

I hope you will prayerfully consider my application. I look forward to hearing from you.  

Faithfully, 

 

Shay Craig+ 

 


















